The first task of the apprentice is to learn how to use his tools. This is as true of clinical medicine as of any other craft, and although the two years of his apprenticeship cannot turn the student into an accomplished physician, they ought at least to send him out with a thorough mastery of method. Possessed of this he requires only experience to excel in his profession ; without it he is very likely to fall a victim to rule of thumb. For this reason the teaching of methods lies at the basis of the teaching of medicine.
Broadly speaking, clinical methods, the tools of the physician, fall into three groups: First, methods of physical examination, which consist in the observation and manual examination of patients and the use of the stethoscope; second, the laboratory tests generically known as sideroom work; third, the smaller group which include exploratory puncture and the like. The student, therefore, has a great deal to learn.
It is obvious that physical diagnosis has the first claim. Until the elements of percussion and auscultation are thoroughly mastered no progress is possible. This will probably demand, from an average student, at least six months of steady work. 
